CHAPTER VI
THE  WORSHIP  OF  TREES
THE worship of trees is very widespread among the tribes of
French or West Sudan.   Thus, for example, among the Bobo,
at the time of sowing, the chief of the village offers sacrifices
in the field to any large trees that happen to be there.    Each
of these trees represents at once the Earth and the Forest, two
great and powerful divinities which in the mind of the negro
form a single great divinity.    Thus the sacrifice is offered at
the same time to the Earth and the Forest that they may be
favourable to the sowing-   The victim sacrificed on these
occasions is a hen, or several hens.    But these are not the only
sacrifices offered by the Bobos to trees.    At Kabourou there
is a chief who owns a sacred tree, a wild fig.    He alone has
the right of making sacrifices to it.    If another person wishes
to make a sacrifice to it he can only do so by leave obtained
from the chief.   At Tone there are five large sacred trees in
the village itself.   After the harvest the chiefs of the village
offer sacrifices to these trees, representing the Earth and the
Forest, as a thank-offering for giving much millet, and for
having warded off diseases, and so on.   They offer hens to
them.    But contrary to the custom of many other tribes, the
Bobos have no  sacred woods  or thickets.1   Among the
Menkieras, another tribe of the French Sudan, some people,
but not all, offer sacrifices to trees.   At Zinou and Bono the
trees to which sacrifices are made are the sounsoun, cailcedrats,
karites, and tamarinds, in which the spirit of the Forest is
believed to reside.2   On the day after a copious shower of rain
1 L. Tauxier, Le Noir du Soudan         * L. Tauxier, op. cH. pp. 104
(Paris, 1912), pp. 70 sq.
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